
Client Since 2009 

Julie Bu Tong Acupuncture
2390 Mission Street, Suite 301, San Francisco, CA  www.butongacupuncture.com 

A traditional Chinese medical clinic offering acupuncture and herbal medicine in the 
heart of the Mission District! 

“I knew from a young age that I wanted to 
help people feel better and live healthier 

lives... but wasn’t exactly sure how.” 

Business By The Numbers
2009 Loan: $10,000 
Industry: Alternative Medicine
Business Start Date: September, 2007

Julie wanted to go into medicine, but after being accepted 
to medical school began to doubt her path. “There were 
things going on in the medical world that I didn’t agree 
with... The day I had to tell a woman who had just found a 
lump in her breast that we were unable to help her unless 
she had insurance was the day I knew traditional western 
medicine wasn’t for me.” She spent the next three years 
traveling the world, and along the way found her calling in 
alternative medicine. 

Giving Back 
Julie’s goal is to make health care and healthy living more affordable and 
accessible, and to educate her patients on the benefits of preventive medicine. 
To this end, Bu Tong hosts a community clinic where acupuncture treatments 
begin at $10/session, so that patients might treat a variety of common ailments 
at an affordable price.  

Challenge
Julie studied acupuncture and other alternative healing practices at the American 
College of Traditional Chinese Medicine, and began operating her services out of
her home since 2007. By 2009 she had secured a location in the Mission District 
to open a clinic and expand her practices, but needed financing to purchase 
equipment and to use as working capital so she could begin treating her clients.

Opportunity
Opportunity Fund recognized Julie’s passion for healing and desire to serve her 
community, as well as the potential of her unique business model, and knew she 
could make her clinic a success. With a $10,000 loan, Opportunity Fund helped 
Julie to getBu Tong Acupuncture up and running.
 
Community Network
Julie was referred to Opportunity Fund for a small business loan by the Mission
Economic Development Agency (MEDA), one of our community partners in 
San Francisco. 
 


